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Dear Visitors:
Welcome! We are celebrating the 25th anniversary 

of the Grand Prix Festival of Watkins Glen this year! 
Many of the original volunteers and attendees will be 
at the festival, here to honor the racing heritage of our 
beautiful community. It’s been just 23 years for me, 
and I remember my first event like it was yesterday!

Jaguar is this year’s featured marque as we also 
celebrate the 70th anniversary of the first post-World 
War II road race in the United States – held right here 
on the streets of Watkins Glen. To see an impressive 
collection of Jaguar automobiles, be sure to visit 
Lafayette Park – one block east of Franklin Street 
between Fourth and Fifth streets. The cars should 
arrive from their Tour de Marque rally at 2 p.m. to 
park on display.

The Tour de Marque is one of five rallies that will 
arrive in the village throughout the day. You’ll also 
see displays of memorable cars at the Concours 
d’Elegance at Watkins Glen State Park and the 
Concorso Speciale at Community Bank.

In Lafayette Park at 3 p.m. you can enjoy The 
Legends Speak, presented by the International Motor 
Racing Research Center. David Hobbs, celebrated 
driver in the Formula One, Le Mans and NASCAR 
racing series and a motorsports commentator - and the 
festival’s grand marshal - will be the featured speaker. 
Mr. Hobbs will be available after The Legends 
Speak with his new autobiography, “Hobbo: The 
Autobiography of David Hobbs: Motor Racer, Motor 
Mouth.”

The SVRA vintage race cars will roar into town at 
4:45 p.m. to park on display on Franklin Street. “Pre-
race” ceremonies will be at 5:35 p.m. in front of the 
Schuyler County Court House. The Grand Prix Race 
Tribute drivers will fire up their engines at 6:30 p.m. 
for their exciting laps around the original race circuit.

The rest of the action for the evening will be 
throughout the village as our local pubs and eateries 
welcome you to their establishments.

Experience a day filled with memories – from 
racing’s earliest days in Watkins Glen to the new ones 
you’ll be building with us.

Welcome and enjoy!

In the Spirit of the Sport,               

Marianne Marts
Management Team Leader

Volunteer
It takes over 100 volunteers to 

make the Grand Prix Festival the 
event we all love.We need you. 

Whatever your skill set, we have a 
place for you. Please help us out. 

Contact Carole Pierce at 
Watkins Glen Promotions:

607 535 3003
events@watkinsglen.com

“Volunteers don’t get paid, 
not because they’re worthless, 
but because they’re priceless.”
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Chemung Canal Trust Company is proud to spon-
sor the 2018 Grand Prix Festival of Watkins Glen. 
Founded in Elmira in 1833, Chemung Canal is the 
oldest locally owned and managed community bank in 
New York State. 

The relationship between Chemung Canal Trust 
Company and Watkins Glen goes back more than 180 
years with the completion of the Chemung Canal. The 
canal allowed barges to move coal, lumber and agri-
cultural products from the Chemung River in Elmira 
to Seneca Lake at Watkins Glen and then northward to 
the Erie Canal so the goods could make their way into 
the world market. The waterway contributed signifi-
cantly to the growth and prosperity of the Southern 
Tier. The New York State Legislature approved the 
formation of the bank in 1833, in an effort to assist 
businesses and residents with their accumulation of 
wealth resulting from the opportunity to ship goods 
to a larger and more diverse market through the canal 
system. 

At that time, land transportation was just begin-
ning to gear up. Stage coach lines were still thriving. 
The steam-propelled locomotive had made its maiden 
voyage from Albany to Schenectady only two years 

earlier. It was 27 years before the pony express re-
duced mail delivery from months to days. And the first 
gasoline-powered automobile was still 52 years down 
the road.

Today, as we celebrate 70 years of racing in Watkins 
Glen, Chemung Canal has grown from humble begin-
nings into a $1.7 billion full-service financial institu-
tion. With offices in 12 counties in New York, and 
Bradford County, Pennsylvania, Chemung Canal is 
providing families, businesses and organizations with 
the financial products and services they need. 

While much has changed since our founding, one 
principle has remained the same—the importance of 
providing quality products and services, combined 
with superior customer service to our clients and com-
munities. This sets us apart from our competition. 

We take our responsibility as a community leader 
seriously and are pleased to continue our support of 
the Grand Prix Festival, highlighting the importance of 
racing within the history of our region. As you enjoy 
the sights and sounds of this one-of-a-kind event, we 
encourage you to experience the life we live every 
day in the beautiful Finger Lakes—tour the wineries, 
sample the food, visit local businesses and enjoy the 
friendly hospitality that makes our region one of the 
premier tourist destinations in the world!

To learn more about Chemung Canal or our products 
and services, stop by any of our convenient locations 
or visit chemungcanal.com.

Chemung Canal Proud Festival Sponsor

More than 600 sports and 
special interest street cars enter 
our Stone Bridge Driver events.  

Just join any of our Stone 
Bridge Driver events for which 
you qualify: the Founders’ Tour, 
the Glenora Run Road Rallye, the Concours d’Elegance, 
the Tour de Marque, the Sporting Roadster Tour, the 
Glenkhana, the Concorso Speciale, the LOONY Lotus 
Rendezvous or the Lane’s Yamaha Vintage Motorcycle 
Rallye. 

We also extend the fun to May with our Grist Iron 
Brewing Ramble. And this year we have added the FLX-
Jag Journey to the Top. 

Contact us through our website www.grandprixfestival.
com or by calling Watkins Glen Promotions at (607) 
535-3003. Enroll early, as limited openings fill quickly.

For details about each of the rallies, see the story on 
Page 12. 

Be a Stone Bridge Driver
FLEX YOUR ODOMETER
Flexible driving limits

 

800.922.4050 | LOCAL AGENT | HAGERTY.COM

CLASSIC CAR INSURANCE

Hagerty is a registered trademark of The Hagerty Group, LLC 2014© The Hagerty Group, LLC.
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The story is well-known: A young man from 
Youngstown, Ohio, who spent summers with family in 
the Watkins Glen area, looked at the village and the sur-
rounding countryside and envisioned a European-style 
sports car race through the streets and on nearby rural 
roads.

Local community leaders listened and liked what they 
heard. So, too, did national movers and shakers among 
sports car owners.

Seventy years ago, 
on Oct. 2, 1948, Cam-
eron R. Argetsinger’s 
vision was fulfilled 
when a green flag 
signaled the start of 
a venture that would 
evolve over the de-
cades into the inter-
national phenomenon 
of racing in Watkins 
Glen. 

A field of 23 cars 
entered the first race 
of the day, a qualifier 
for the highly antici-
pated feature race, the 
Watkins Glen Grand 
Prix. They raced on a 
challenging 6.6-mile 
circuit made up of vil-
lage, state, town and 
park roads made of 
asphalt, cement and 
dirt. It was the day the 
trains stopped to keep 
tracks clear.

The Junior Prix was 
a four-lap race. Fif-
teen cars would make 
it to the starting grid 
for the 8-lap, 52.8-
mile Grand Prix. Ten 
cars finished the race.

Frank T. Griswold 
Jr. of Wayne, PA, driving a 1938 Alfa Romeo 2900 B, 
won both races.

Racing continued on the streets, attracting ever-
increasing crowds, through 1952. Tragically, a young 
Watkins Glen resident was killed and several people 
were injured when a car hit spectators at the start of the 
second lap. The race was stopped.

Watkins Glen Racing Debuted 70 Years Ago
Competition moved to a temporary course in 1953, 

and a 2.3-mile permanent road course was built in 
1956. The following year, the Glen hosted its first pro-
fessional race, a NASCAR Grand National Stock Car 
event won by Buck Baker over Fireball Roberts. 

True international competition, one of Argetsinger’s 
foremost goals, began in 1958 with the running of a 
Formula Libre race. 

Formula One was 
among the many rac-
ing series thrilling 
race fans over the 
years. Watkins Glen 
would be the home of 
the U.S. Grand Prix 
for 20 years, from 
1961 through 1980. 
Watkins Glen was a 
favorite track of some 
of the greatest drivers 
of the era.

Facing financial 
problems, from 1981 
through 1984 only 
a few SCCA events, 
closed to the public, 
were run at the track.

A renovated and 
renamed race track 
opened in 1984. As 
Watkins Glen Interna-
tional it has hosted a 
variety of profession-
al and amateur racing 
competitions, includ-
ing SVRA, SCCA, 
IMSA and IndyCar.

Watkins Glen Inter-
national three times 
has been selected by 
fans as the best track 
in NASCAR’s Mon-
ster Energy Cup series 
and just a few weeks 

ago hosted the Go Bowling at the Glen NASCAR race, 
boasting the fourth consecutive reserved seating sellout 
crowd.

See photos from Watkins Glen’s 
racing history on Pages 14 and 15.
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By BILL GREEN
Over the years, Jaguar race cars have been important in 

the history of Watkins Glen racing. Those who have driven 
Jaguars here since the first competition on Oct. 2, 1948, 
make an impressive list.

Dave Garroway. John C. Fitch. Phil Hill. Sherwood John-
ston. Walter Hansgen. Bob Tullius. Brian Redman. Hurley 
Haywood. Davy Jones. Chip Robinson. Price Cobb.

The first race on that first day was the Junior Prix with a 
field of 23 cars for the four-lap race. George F. Boardman 
drove a 1936 SS-1 Swallow Jaguar Tourer, which finished 
13th overall. Boardman did not race in the eight-lap Grand 
Prix. The other 1936 SS-1 Swallow Jaguar Tourer was 
entered by James D. Floria, but did not race.

Both Junior Prix and Grand Prix races were won by Frank 
T. Griswold Jr., driving a 1938 Alfa Romeo 2900 B.

In 1949, a Jaguar XK 120 raced at the Glen for the first 
time. Two of these cars were in the Concours d’Elegance. 

Dave Garroway, who would become the first host on the 
NBC Today Show, came to the 1948 races as a flagman at 
School House Corner. In 1949 he entered his Jaguar SS 100 
in both the Concours d’Elegance and the Seneca Cup and 
Grand Prix races. He would win first in Class 3 in the Con-
cours d’Elegance. Garroway would finish in the Seneca Cup 
race seventh overall and in the Grand Prix at 18th overall.

A number of the XK 120 Jaguars, along with Dave Gar-
roway’s Jaguar SS 100, raced in 1950.

Race fans at the 1952 Grand Prix weekend got to see for 
the first time at the Glen the XK 120 C or C-Type Jaguars. 
John C. Fitch won the eight-lap Seneca Cup race in a C-
Type entered by Max Hoffman. He averaged 76.6 mph. 

Two C-Types were entered in the Grand Prix, one for 
George E. Weaver to drive. But the car did not race.

The other was entered by Charles Hornburg of Los An-

Jaguar Has A Long History at The Glen

John C. Fitch is on his way to winning the 1952 Seneca Cup 
driving a Jaguar XK120 C-Type. See this car in the festivals 
Concours d’Elegance. (photo from the William Green Motor 
Racing Library.)

3 BeD 1.5 BATHS, eveRYTHInG InCLuDeD. 
JuST ouTSIDe THe vILLAGe oF WATkInS GLen 

Charming 1900 farmhouse overlooking the east side of Seneca 
Lake. Fully furnished and equipped vacation home with great sunset 
views over Seneca Lake. Located just one mile outside the village 
of Watkins Glen, NY. Conveniently close to everything that you want 
to explore or visit in the Finger Lakes. The roomy 1600 square foot 
interior of this charming old farmhouse has new paint, updated vani-
ties, new Beauty Rest mattresses and gorgeous refinished hardwood 
floors throughout. You’ll enjoy taking in the stunning lake views from 
the large enclosed front porch, the living area or from one of several 
seating areas outside in the large yard Pictures don’t do justice for 
the wonderful views, beautiful rooms or ample size of the house. 
Great mix of old and new decor as well as furnishings. Picnic table, 
hammock and bench as well as other portable seating for outdoor 
use. No smoking in the house please.
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geles for Phil Hill to pilot. Hill was in fifth place when the 
race was stopped due to the accident involving spectators at 
the start of the second lap.

Walter Hansgen earned his first of three Jaguar victories 
in the Sports Car Grand Prix at the Glen in 1953. He also 
won in Jaguars in 1957 and1959.

The first D-Type Jaguar to race at the Glen was entered 
by Briggs S. Cunningham in the 1955 Grand Prix. Sher-
wood Johnston drove the D-Type to victory on the 4.6-mile 
second course on the hill outside the village.

A D Jaguar won again in 1956 with George Constantine 
at the wheel on the 2.3-mile third course. The 1957 Grand 
Prix was won by Hansgen in Cunningham’s D Jaguar.

Ed Crawford drove Cunningham’s Lister-powered Jaguar 
to victory lane in the 1958 Grand Prix. Hansgen won in the 
car a year later.

In the 1974 SCCA Nationals, Bob Tullius drove a V12 
Jaguar to finish 22nd overall. Tullius, with teammate Brian 
Fuerstenau, drove the Group 44 Jaguar XJ-S in the Six 
Hours of Endurance race in the Trans-Am class finishing 
14th overall in 1977 and seventh overall in 1978.

The Group 44 Jaguar team returned to the reopening of 
the Glen in 1984 with two XJR-5s for the IMSA Camel 
Continental Double 3 Hour event. Their best-finishing car 
was driven by Brian Redman and Hurley Haywood, who 
posted third overall. In the fall of 1984, the Jaguar team ran 
two XJR-5s in the New York 500km for the Steuben Cup, 
but neither of the cars finished the race.

The Jaguar Group 44 had two XJR-5s in the 1985 Camel 
Continental. The team of Redman and Haywood finished 
fourth overall and the team of Tullius and Chip Robinson 

was 14th overall.
For the fall Serengeti Drivers New York 500, the Red-

man-Haywood Jaguar took third place and the Tullius-Rob-
inson car was sixth overall.

The Camel Continental and Kodak Copier 500 races in 
1986 saw the Jaguar team again run two cars. Redman and 
Haywood finished third overall in the Camel Continental. 
The Tullius-Robinson car retired from the race. 

Redman and Haywood team would finish fifth in the fall 
Kodak 500 race, with Tullius and Robinson posting 14th 
overall.

In 1987 the Group 44 team would come to the Glen for 
the last time with a single Jaguar XJR-7 for Tullius and 
John Morton to race. They finished in 13th place.

The New Castrol Tom Walkinshaw Jaguar team made its 
debut at the Glen in 1988, bringing two XJR-9s for local 
favorite Davy Jones, Jan Lammers, John Nielsen and Martin 
Brundle to race. However, neither car finished the race.

In 1989, the Walkinshaw team returned with an XJR-10 
and an XJR-9. Again, neither car would finish. The team 
was made up of Jones, Lammers, Nielson and Price Cobb.

In the 1990 Watkins Glen Camel Continental, the Castrol 
Jaguar XJR-10s would finish third overall with Jones and 
Alain Ferte and fourth overall with Cobb and Nielsen.

Two Jaguar XJR-16s were entered by Bud Light/Jag-
uar Racing in the 1991 Camel Continental, both with solo 
drivers. Jones finished 13th overall, while teammate Raul 
Boesel was in an accident and completed only 10 laps.

Flowers   Gifts   Souvenirs

www.flowerdivasofmontourfalls.com

314 W. Main Street
Montour Fallls, NY 14865

Flower Divas
of

Montour Falls
607-535-2083

Many racers who competed at Watkins Glen are being 
inducted into the Drivers Walk of Fame in 2018. 

Some of the markers have already been installed, and 
some will be unveiled during the Grand Prix Festival. Due 
to street reconstruction, the installation of some markers 
will be delayed.

The Drivers Walk of Fame is a project of the International 
Motor Racing Research Center and honors people who have 
raced at Watkins Glen.

 The 2018 honorees include 12 drivers who raced in the 
first races on Oct. 2, 1948. Their markers are located in 
front of the Schuyler County Court House. They are: Philip 
H. Stiles, Bill Gallagher, Dean Bedford, Col. George Felton, 
Charles Addams, Mike Vaughn, George Boardman, Robert 
B. Gegen, George S. Hendrie, I.J. Brundage, Dud C. Wilson 
and Kenneth Hill.

Other 2018 honorees are: George Frey, Jim Hall, Hur-
ley Haywood, David Hobbs, Lothar Motsenbacher, Peter 
Giddings, Roger Penske, Zora Arkus-Duntov, Tex Hopkins, 
Bob Snodgrass, Steve Park, Boris Said, Lou Gigliotti, J.D. 
McDuffie, Dr. Bill Coykendall, James F. Nolan, David Mc-
Donald, Gaston Andrey, Jim Forno and Dale Earnhardt.

Walk of Fame Adding
Many new Honorees
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Wal-Mart Plaza
511 E. 4th St., Watkins 

Welcome Race Fans

Come visit us at the

Try Arby’s 
delicious 

Gyros

Only selection in the Twin Tiers of 
Native American, Wildlife Collectibles.

T-Shirts, Sculptures, Knives…
Water Buffalo Sandals, Southwestern 

Jewelry, Pottery, Rugs, Blankets, Mandalas, 
Dream Catchers, Peace Pipes, 

Water Pipes, Incense…
Leather Goods, Jackets, Vests,

Chaps, Belts, Wallets, Saddlebags, 
Hats, Belt Buckles & Much More!

6011 St. Rt. 13
Cayuta, NY 14824

Between Ithaca and Horseheads.

607-594-2712

20 minutes from Watkins on Routes 
224 & 13

Open: Wed- Sat: 10-6; Sun 12-5;
Closed Mondays & Tuesdays

CLOSED

SEpT. 

10Th
Specializing in British marques

Eric Barge-Proprietor 
585-554-5485

3621 Route 245, Stanley, NY 14561

EM Motors LLC 
Where your passion is our passion

Premier vintage sports car restoration, service and sales
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Two icons of the Grand Prix Festival are not with us this year, and they will be greatly missed.
Tom Smalley died on Dec. 14, 2017, at the age of 74. Just a few weeks later, on Jan. 3, 2018, Otto Linton died 

at the age of 100.
Tom Smalley was the own-

er of Smalley’s Garage, site 
of technical inspection in the 
street years of Watkins Glen 
racing and, for the years of 
the Grand Prix Festival, site 
of technical inspection re-
enactments.

The festival committee is 
grateful that Tom’s family 
is continuing to host this 
popular event.

Otto Linton was the last 
surviving driver from the 
original slate of drivers in 
the first races on Oct. 2, 
1948. Otto’s friends and fans 
are very glad that Otto was 
with us at the 2017 Grand 
Prix Festival.

Festival Fans Will Miss Linton, Smalley

229 n. Catherine St.   
Montour Falls, nY  14865     

P   607-535-4024
F   607-535-6175

http://www.kurtzenterprize.com
Monday - Friday 9 - 5; Saturday 9 - 1    

other hours by appointment

Stop in and browse our showroom 
of Heat & Glo units.

(photo by Richard Bauman)

oTTo LInTon
(photo by Riley Vandeusen)

ToM SMALLeY
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Shuttle Rides offered
Flossie Smalley appears each year at the Grand 

Prix Festival for the popular Smalley’s Garage Tech 
Inspection Reenactment at 9:30 a.m.

Located at Smalley’s, still at 204 S. Franklin St. 
since opening in 1941, Jennifer Sweet portrays Flossie 
for owners of vintage cars who hand over their vehicles 
for her scrutiny.

Florence Smalley, who owned Smalley’s Garage 
with her husband, Lester, was involved with race car 
tech inspections from the first competition in 1948. In 
the first year, inspections were done at the various local 
gas stations and garages along Franklin Street. William 
F. Milliken Jr., George B. Weaver and Florence together 
checked the cars. As the entries grew in 1949, it was 
recognized that a better-organized central location was 
needed for inspection.

The Smalleys offered their garage and gas station, 
where they did general auto repairs and sold foreign 
cars. Famous marques of the time, which were sold 
and maintained, included MG, Morris Minor, Triumph, 
Renault, Riley and Citroen. 

Smalley’s Garage looks much the same today as it 
did in those early years.

Smalley’s Hosts Cars
The Grand Prix Festival offers free shuttle bus 

service and parking for spectators again this year. 
Use the shuttle and simplify parking and accessing 
the excitement downtown!

Free parking is available at the Clute Park Com-
munity Center on Route 414, east of downtown 
Watkins Glen. Spectators and volunteers can park 
and board the shuttle to get closer to the event 
sites along Franklin Street and reduce walking and 
downtown traffic. Clute Park is the only location for 
shuttle parking.

Additional passenger drop-off and pick-up sites 
along Porter Street will be located on the east side 
of Lafayette Park, site of the Tour de Marque dis-
play featuring Jaguar, and near the Middle School 
Apartments. 

These sites are for passenger pick-up and drop-off 
only, with no parking. Spectators can get on or off 
at any location. 

Utilization of this service helps to reduce traffic 
flow in the village and make parking and road traf-
fic easier for everyone.

The shuttle will run from 1:30-9 p.m. 
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Imagine driving down into Watkins Glen and 
rounding Milliken’s Corner to the cheers of hundreds 
and hundreds of spectators – in your own sports car. 
That’s exciting! 

All of the Grand Prix Festival of Watkins Glen 
Stone Bridge Driver events are close to the hearts of 
many sports car enthusiasts for that very experience. 
And vintage motorcycles are also in the mix.

The Grand Prix Festival gives participants in mul-
tiple events the opportunity to tour the region together, 
do laps of the original race circuit and park together in 
the festival area downtown.

The Glenora Run: This is the first rally organized 
for the Grand Prix Festival. Early Friday morning, 
while downtown Watkins Glen is still preparing for 
other events to begin, 130 vintage sports cars gather at 
Glenora Wine Cellars north of the village. Drivers and 
navigators prepare for a lively drive with twists and 
turns through several counties. Glenora Run rallies 
depart Glenora Wine Cellars on one of three differ-
ent 50- to 75-mile rally-style routes, and driver and 
navigator test their skill and relationship as they watch 
for checkpoints, follow clues and answer questions. 

Have a Sports Car? Join a Festival Rally in 2019
All routes converge in Montour Falls to be staged for a 
lap through the Schuyler Hospital Seneca View Nurs-
ing Facility parking lot, then on to Watkins Glen State 
Park for lunch. After lunch and awards, “Glenora Run-
ners” take to the streets again for two Cayuga Health 
System Laps of the old course.

The Knapp Vineyards Sporting Roadster Tour: 
This rally, in its 16th year, is a spectacular tour, de-
signed for those who own open-top roadsters of any 
vintage and truly love to get out there and drive their 
cars. Participants sign in at Havana Glen Park in Mon-
tour Falls at about 7:45 a.m. The route consists of both 
scenic and spirited driving roads in the Finger Lakes 
Region. The approximately 160-mile route is broken 
up into several seat-friendly blocks of time on the road 
with a morning break, a lunch break at Knapp Vine-
yards and an afternoon break before the parade laps. 
Participants have the option of starting later, skipping 
the first segment, and joining the rest of the tour for 
an approximately 100-mile drive. At the end of the 
tour, the groups convene at the Watkins Glen State 
Park, where they grid into formation for their two full 

Monday - Friday 8-5
607-535-4425

SMALLEY’S
GARAGE

The official inspection station

for the Grand Prix

from 1948 through 1961!

204-208 S. Franklin St., Watkins Glen
Across From Burger King

607-535-4422

THE FOREIGN CAR PEOPLE SINCE 1941

24 HR. TOWING
Nights 607-535-4366

continued on page 13

Bring in this ad for a buy one, get one free tasting
Valid for the month of September 2018
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Lodging • dining 
Bench & Bar Tavern room

7 Days A Week Serving Breakfast 8-11; Dinner 5-9 

3600 Walnut Road, Watkins Glen
Senecalodge.com • 607-535-2014

Live Music 
every Friday 
8:00-10:00pm

Maria’s Tavern

Serving Lunch
Mon.-Fri. 11-2pm

Full Menu Mon.-Sat. 5-10pm
Finger Foods
till midnight

509 n. Franklin Street
Watkins Glen, new York

Try our 
Wings…

They’re the best

607-535-2128

509 N. Franklin Street
Watkins Glen, New York

Serving Lunch
Mon.-Fri. 11-2pm

Full Menu Mon.-Sat. 5-10pm
Finger Foods
till midnight

Try our
Wings ...

they’re the best

607-535-2128

Cayuga Health System Laps of the old course.
The Founders’ Tour: Hosted by Chateau LaFay-

ette Reneau in Hector, the Tour field is split into two 
routes originating at the winery. After a drivers’ brief-
ing and a special Chateau LaFayette Reneau gour-
met box lunch, the tour bursts alive with excitement 
at about 11 a.m. for the challenging cross-country, 
50-mile-plus routes. The drivers ultimately reach 
downtown Watkins Glen and grid on Franklin Street 
to take their Cayuga Health System Laps of the old 
course.

The WGI Tour de Marque/Jaguar launched 
from Chateau LaFayette Reneau: Every year the 
Grand Prix Festival committee chooses a different car 
to be honored as the featured marque. This event is 
exclusively for cars of that marque only, and this year 
that means Jaguars of all shapes, sizes and years. After 
their launch from the winery, they embark on a rally-
style tour of the region and then show up at Watkins 
Glen International for a catered brunch and a couple of 
laps of the world-famous road course. As if that wasn’t 
enough excitement, they then proceed to downtown 
Watkins Glen to take their Cayuga Health System 
Laps of the old course followed by a chance to be 

continued from page 12

continued on page 16
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Glimpses from 70 Years of Racing

In the first lap of the 1948 Junior Prix at the Stone Bridge, George Weaver is the leader in his RI Maserati. Second is Briggs 
S. Cunningham in his BuMerc, followed by Frank T. Griswold Jr. in his Alfa Romeo 2900B. Griswold would win the race.

Village leaders meet with Cameron R. Argetsinger at 
the Seneca Lodge to discuss his concept for a race 
through the streets. In the  back row, from the left, 
are Don Brubaker Sr., Henry Valent, Argetsinger and 
David Whitcomb. In the front row, from the left, are 
William F. Milliken Jr. and Allen D. Erway, mayor of 
Watkins Glen.

The start of the 1954 Queen Catharine Cup 
race shows No. 23 Otto Linton in an OSCA 
and No. 173 Russ Boss, also in an OSCA.
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All photographs from the William Green Motor Racing Library

Heading into the start of the 1972 Grand Prix of the United States Formula One race are 
No.19 Denis Hulme in a McLaren-Ford, No. 29 Carlos Reutemann in a Brabham-Ford, No. 
2 Francois Cevert in a Tyrell-Ford, No. 20 Peter Revson in a McLaren-Ford and No. 8 Clay 
Regazzoni in a Ferrari.

Tim Richmond celebrates his victory in the 
1986 NASCAR Bud at the Glen.

Scott Dixon, winner of the 2016 IndyCar race, is in his No. 9 
Target Chip Ganassi Racing Chevrolet at the 90.
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prominently displayed for the duration of the festival 
on the lawn at Lafayette Park.

The Lane’s Yamaha Motorcycle Rallye: Early 
Friday morning, the parking lot of Lane’s Yamaha 
north of Watkins Glen fills with the motorcycles of 
yesteryear: Triumph, BSA, Honda, Norton, BMW. 
While the grapes are growing on the vine, the air is 
filled with the bark of singles and bellowing twins and 
perhaps a whiff of two-stroke oil. This sporting tour of 
the Finger Lakes and the surrounding countryside is 
for riders and passengers on motorcycles built before 
1982. After lunch, the riders make their way down-
town, where the bikes will be on display all afternoon 
at the Community Bank.

The Corning Concours d’Elegance: This is a 
judged show for selected classic and vintage cars in 
true concours condition. The lineup includes cars of 
special significance, antique, classic, sports cars, race 
cars, and may even include an unrestored “survivor”. 
After serious judging is completed, these wonderful 
automotive specimens take to the old course for their 
Cayuga Health System Laps, partly to prove they are 
real cars that yearn to be driven. Special trophies are 
awarded following their return from their laps.

continued from page 13

continued on page 17
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The Community Bank Concorso Speciale: This 
event is sponsored by our friends and neighbors at 
Community Bank. It celebrates the cars that are spe-
cial to their proud owners regardless of the standing 
of the cars, or their owners, in the upper echelons of 
the automotive world. Judging will be performed in 
a completely arbitrary and capricious manner by our 
very own event specialists. Their decisions are final 
and irreversible except through bribery. (Often of the 
liquid kind!)  

The Hector Wine Company Glenkhana: Present-
ed at Maguire Chrysler of Watkins Glen, the Glen-
khana has drivers navigate slaloms and enter gates –  
forward and back – touching but not “killing” cones. 
Driving will be complicated with silly, skill-testing 
tasks – sometimes play-acting, drawing, answering 
outrageous questions – both in and out of the cars. 
Teams are head-to-head against the clock and each 
other. Truly as much fun for spectators as participants, 
the Glenkhana packs an amazing amount of automo-
tive action into a very small space. While some drivers 
look forward to pitting their skills against the devious 
committee’s new design year after year, each year new 
festival participants learn the ropes. Some folks attack 
with speed, letting finesse take the high ground, others 
learn that slow and steady often wins the race.

The LOONY Lotus Rendezvous: Sponsored by 
Lotus of Western New York, this is a gathering of 
Lotus owners and their cars. There is no better way 
to spend a day than with your Lotus and other Lo-
tus owners. Although it may sound crazy, this Stone 
Bridge Driver event is meticulously organized by 
Lotus Owners of New York (LOONY). They get a 
spirited drive from various parts of upsate New York 
and then converge on Watkins Glen at the Elmira Sav-
ings Bank, where they not so patiently wait for their 
chance to drive their Cayuga Health System Laps of 
the old course. After their laps they remain on display 
in the Elmira Savings Bank lot.

FLX-Jag Journey to the Top: This is the newest 
addition to the Grand Prix Festival, and this event ac-
tually happens on the Thursday before festival day as 
a way for owners of the featured marque to have one 
more reason to enjoy our area. This Jaguar-only event 
starts at 10 a.m. in Lafayette Park for a Jaguar-only 
car show and is supported by a whole host of regional 
and national Jaguar clubs who will provide the judging 
along with intra-club competitions. At 2 p.m. follow-
ing a special Jaguar drivers’ meeting, the participants 
will head out to a rally-style tour of the Finger Lakes 
area that will include a stop at Lakewood Vineyards 
and will culminate with a dinner at the Top of the Lake 
Restaurant on the shore of Keuka Lake in Penn Yan.

.

continued from page 16
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Valley Auto Center

8 Campground Rd.
Beaver Dams, NY 14812

Tel: 607-936-3249 • Fax: 607-973-2901
Hrs: Mon-Fri 8-5; Sat By Appt.

“We Really Do Beat 
The Competition”

• Complete Auto Service Care
• Collision Work
• Engine & Transmission



The Hi-Lites  Page 19

Find out our Flavors of the week.

433 S. Franklin St.,  Watkins Glen • 607-535-2757

Sandwiches 
Gourmet Hot Dogs

Also serving...

24 Soft Serve 
Flavors

Homemade 
Ice Cream



Page 20 The Hi-Lites

Tune-Ups • State Inspections
Snap-on Computer Diagnostic equipment
N.Y.I.D. #4490033 • Major & Minor Repairs

Transmissions • Tires • Radiators • Windshields

ACDelco

franksauto.net
Main & Catharine 
Montour Falls, NY 14865

(607) 535-2456/2457 • 1-800-540-2457

We Sell First Class Automobiles!
Imports, Domestics, Muscle Cars, 

Trucks, Classics, and Specialty Vehicles

Frank’s Automotive & 
Transmission 

Specialists
1991 NAPA/ASE 

Technician of the Year
2002 Top Shop Award

CHuCk ALLen
It’s Your VehIcle - It’s Your choIce

Let Us Be YoUr ChoiCe

toLL Free 888-861-6623
local 607-594-6622                  Fax 607-594-6623

THIEL’S IMPORTTHIEL’S IMPORT
AUTO SERVICEAUTO SERVICE

14 Saltonstall St., Canandaigua, NY 14424
585-394-5580585-394-5580

Your European and Japanese AutoYour European and Japanese Auto
Repair and Maintenance SpecialistRepair and Maintenance Specialist

THIEL’S IMPORTTHIEL’S IMPORT
AUTO SERVICEAUTO SERVICE

14 Saltonstall St., Canandaigua, NY 14424
585-394-5580585-394-5580

Your European and Japanese AutoYour European and Japanese Auto
Repair and Maintenance SpecialistRepair and Maintenance Specialist

THIEL’S IMPORTTHIEL’S IMPORT
AUTO SERVICEAUTO SERVICE

14 Saltonstall St., Canandaigua, NY 14424
585-394-5580585-394-5580

Your European and Japanese AutoYour European and Japanese Auto
Repair and Maintenance SpecialistRepair and Maintenance Specialist

14 Saltonstall St., 
Canandaigua, NY 14424

THIEL’S IMPORTTHIEL’S IMPORT
AUTO SERVICEAUTO SERVICE

14 Saltonstall St., Canandaigua, NY 14424
585-394-5580585-394-5580

Your European and Japanese AutoYour European and Japanese Auto
Repair and Maintenance SpecialistRepair and Maintenance Specialist
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Begin the spring driving season with an exclusive 
regional waterfall tour and on-track driving experience 
in famous Watkins Glen and the Watkins Glen Interna-
tional racing facility. The Grist Iron Brewing Ramble 
is designed just to help kick off  your driving fun for 
the year.

The Grist Iron Brewing Ramble is the region’s most 
sought-after exclusive driving experience. 

This one-day event features a 120-mile fun road tour 
targeted at releasing the driving spirits of both driver 
and automobile originating at Grist Iron Brewing Co., 
4880 Route 414, Burdett, six miles north of Watkins 
Glen.  

The event is open to sport and classic cars that 
represent automobiles aimed at the spirit of sports 
car driving. A cross-country grand tour featuring 
pretty roads, great twisties, beautiful vistas, spec-
tacular waterfalls and stops at up to four state parks 
within the Finger Lakes Region highlighted by three 
dynamic pace laps of the Watkins Glen International 
race track’s long course. Drivers cap the day at Grist 

Iron by enjoying the Gears and Growlers Sports Car 
Rendezvous evening experience.  

The original 1948 6.6-mile road course is the root 
of our existence! Therefore, for your pleasure and 
historic significance, drivers are given a special route 
sheet to include only the original 1948 course.  This 
allows one to completely enjoy the rich Watkins Glen 
history of United States road racing at an unscheduled 
enjoyable pace.

Add it up: one sports car + one driver and one 
navigator + the Grist Iron Brewing Co. + the historic, 
original 6.6-mile 1948 road course + Watkins Glen 
International’s on-track lap experience + the Fin-
ger Lakes Grist Iron Brewing Ramble and Gears & 
Growlers event + a special event dash plaque = one 
full day of fantastic Finger Lakes for drivers! How’s 
that for distinctive fun and value?

Don’t wait, this event fills quickly. Register now 
online at www.grandprixfestival.com/Stone Bridge 
Drivers Events or by calling Carole Pierce at (607) 
535-3003.

Celebrate Spring with Grist Iron Ramble
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LakeS GaS
WATkInS GLen STATIon

101 South Franklin St., Watkins Glen, NY 14891
607-535-6532

FuLL SeRvICe AT SeLF-SeRve PRICeS
Diesel • Regular • No Lead • No Lead Plus • Super No Lead 

Lubricants • Kerosene • Ice (Block & Cube)
Complete Line of Citgo Lubricants

Montour Falls features “CAM 2” Racing Gas

• MONTOUR FALLS STATION
2020 St. Rt. 14 S., Montour Falls, NY 14865

• PENN YAN STATION
Lake Street Plaza, Penn Yan, NY 14527
• HAMMONDSPORT STATION

8280 St. Rt. 54, Hammondsport, NY 14840

ARROWHEAD DISPOSAL
2800 PEARL ST., BEAVER DAMS, NY 14812

607-535-5496
ARROWHEAD1998@gmAIL.cOm
Serving Schuyler county Since 1998.  

cleanouts? Remodeling? Need Weekly Trash Pickup?
 12 Yard Roll-Off Containers • Public Transfer Station Trash 
by the bag or bulk + free recycling & electronics drop-off

P.O. Box 99 • 4150 Cross Rd. • Reading Center, NY 14876
Schuyler County
607.535.6600

RECREATION & GAMES
Playground • Heated Swimming Pool
Arcade Games • Pool Table • Fishing
Mini-Golf • Hiking Trail • Volleyball

Tetherball • Horseshoes • Paddle Boats

WIFI • CABlE TV AVAIlABlE • CAMPER RENTAlS

GPS: 
4150 Cross Road, 

Rock Stream, 
NY 14878
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A committee of volunteers works year-round to or-
ganize the Grand Prix Festival. It’s a true labor of love 
for these folks who appreciate the history of racing in 
Watkins Glen and who admire the machines driven by 
the men and women who lived that history and who 
enjoy their cars today.

Festival Team Leader – Marianne Marts 
Volunteer Recruitment – Judy Phillips
Headquarters Chair – Tom Phillips 
Festival Marketing & Sponsorship – Tom Seem 
SVRA Race Tribute – Tony Parella 
Festival Logistics – Tony Fraboni and Steve Klemann
Festival Traffic – Rocco Scaptura 
Smalley’s Garage – Denny Cornett Jr. and Joe Place
Stone Bridge Driver Events – Casey Creamer 
Corning Concours d’Elegance – David Wild and 

Jeff Kath
Community Bank Concorso Speciale – Gary 

Whyman and Mark Costa
Glenora Run – Terrie Sautter 
Chateau LaFayette Reneau Founders’ Tour – Carl 

Benson 

Knapp Sporting Roadster Tour – Eric Navestad 
WGI Tour de Marque – Bruce Coulombe
Lane’s Yamaha Vintage Motorcycle Rallye – Karl 

Smolenski 
Hector Wine Company Glenkhana – Danielle Hau-

taniemi 
LOONY Lotus Rendezvous sponsored by Lotus of 

Western NY – Tony Vaccaro
FlX JAG Show and Journey to the Top – Randy 

Olsen
The Legends Speak – Dave Ward and Kip Zeiter
Drivers Walk of Fame - Jim Scaptura
Grist Iron Brewing Waterfall Ramble – Terrie Sau-

tter 
Historic Accuracy and Festival Photography - Bill 

Green 
Festival Program – Schuyler County Hi-Lites and 

Glenda Gephart
Merchandise – Judy Phillips and Dena Carrigan
Website – Eric Navestad
Photography Club – Richard Bauman
Watkins Glen Promotions – Carole Pierce, director 

of events.

Volunteers’ Passion Fuels Grand Prix Festival
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 As we proudly introduce the Grand Prix Festival 
of Watkins Glen presented by Chemung Canal Trust 
Company, we would like to thank our family of spon-
sors and supporters. Their dedication makes this event  
possible. We hope you will visit their businesses and 
show your appreciation for their involvement in this 
festival.

 • Chemung Canal Trust Comapny, headquartered 
in Elmira, with branches in Watkins Glen and Mon-
tour Falls, presenting sponsor of the festival.  

 • Corning, Inc., with headquarters and the Corning 
Museum of Glass in Corning, just off Route 414; 
sponsor of the Corning Concours d’Elegance. 

 • Cayuga Health System, uniting Schuyler Hos-
pital in Montour Falls and Cayuga Medical Center 
in Ithaca, providing integrated health services and 
advanced level of care for the Central Finger Lakes 
Region. Cayuga Health System sponsors the Stone 
Bridge Driver Laps of the old course.

 • Watkins Glen International, County Route 16, 
sponsor of the Tour de Marque and Opening Cer-
emonies for the Grand Prix Tribute.  WGI hosts the 
U.S. Vintage Grand Prix on the same weekend as 
the festival, and provides the festival with tremen-
dous logistical support.

 • Community Bank, with a branch at Fourth and 
Franklin streets, sponsor of the Community Bank 
Concorso Speciale, and site of the Lane’s Yamaha 
Vintage Motorcycle Rallye, Presented At Commu-
nity Bank. 

 • Jerlando’s Ristorante, Fourth and Franklin 
streets, sponsor of the festival program. Thank them 
for your complimentary copy.

 • lane’s Yamaha, Route 14, north of Watkins 
Glen, co-sponsor of the Lane’s Yamaha Vintage 
Motorcycle Rallye, Presented at Community Bank.

 • Hagerty Classic Car Insurance, with headquar-
ters in Traverse City, Mich.; the Official Classic Car 
Insurer of the Grand Prix Festival.

 • lotus of Western NY, located in Amherst, N.Y., 
featuring a great inventory of Lotus and other high-
performance cars, sponsor of the LOONY Lotus 
Rendezvous.

 • Glenora Wine Cellars, Route 14, Glenora, north 
of Watkins Glen, sponsor of the Glenora Run Road 
Rallye. The festival’s first sponsor – they helped it 
all get started!

 • Knapp Vineyards, located on Ernsberger Road 
near Romulus, sponsor of the Knapp Vineyards 
Sporting Roadster Tour.

 • Hector Wine Company, Route 414, Hector, co-
sponsor of the Hector Wine Company Glenkhana 

Presented at Maguire Chrysler-Jeep. 
 • Chateau laFayette Reneau Winery, Route 414, 

Hector, sponsor of the Chateau LaFayette Reneau 
Founders Tour and launch pad of the Watkins Glen 
International Tour de Marque.

 • Maguire Chrysler-Jeep, Franklin Street, co-
sponsor and site of the Hector Wine Company 
Glenkhana.  

 • Maguire Family of Dealerships, including 
Maguire Chrysler-Jeep in Watkins Glen, and Ford, 
Lincoln, Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep, Chevrolet, Cadil-
lac, Toyota, Nissan, Subaru, Honda, Hyundai, Kia, 
Fiat, Volvo, Audi, and Volkswagen dealerships in 
Ithaca, Trumansburg, and Syracuse;  sponsor of the 
Maguire Pace Car, which leads each of the Stone 
Bridge Driver Cayuga Health System Laps. 

 • Rooster Fish Brewing, the Official Brewery of 
the Grand Prix Festival, with products available at 
the Rooster Fish Brewing Pub, the Beer Garden, 
and Nickel’s Pit BBQ, all on Franklin Street.

 • Schuyler County, use of the Court House Lawn 
and other support.

 • Village of Watkins Glen, use of Franklin Street 
and Lafayette Park and support in many other ways.

 • International Motor Racing Research Center 
at Watkins Glen, Decatur Street, sponsor of The 
Legends Speak.

 • Grist Iron Brewing, Route 414, Hector, sponsor 
of the Grist Iron Brewing Ramble, a Stone Bridge 
Driver event in May.

 • Smalley’s Garage, Franklin Street, use of the 
garage for the Technical Inspection Reenactment. 

 • Specchio Motors, Franklin Street, generously 
donating the use of a Franklin Street storefront for 
festival headquarters each year.

 • The Watkins Glen Area Chamber of Commerce 
supports this event with funding from a Tourism 
Assistance Program grant. 

 • lakewood Vineyards, Route 14, just north of 
Watkins Glen,  provides commemorative wine for 
our FLX JAG Journey to the Top event for Jaguars 
and their owners.

Thank, Support These Festival Sponsors

2019 Grand Prix Festival Marque

Triumph
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Festival Schedule
9:30 a.m. ~ Tech Inspection, Smalley’s Garage, Franklin St.
10:00 a.m. ~  Corning Concours d’Elegance begins, 
  Watkins Glen State Park lot
 ~ Memorabilia booths open on Franklin Street
 ~  Community Bank Concorso Speciale,   

 Community Bank parking lot
11:00 a.m. ~ Glenora Run cars do the “Montour Mile”
Noon ~ Drivers Walk of Fame Induction Ceremonies,  

 Court House Lawn
 ~  Wine Tastings and Food Court open, Court  

 House Lawn
 ~ 5th through 10th streets closed between  

 Franklin and Decatur streets
1:00 p.m. ~ Franklin Street closed, between 2nd and 10th  

 streets
 ~ Stone Bridge Drivers rally events start their  

 Cayuga Health System Laps of the old course
1:30 p.m.  ~ Hector Wine Company Glenkhana begins at  

 Maguire Chrysler Jeep
 ~ Lane’s Yamaha Vintage Motorcycles and  

 Community Bank Concorso Speciale on   
 display at Community Bank

2:00 p.m. ~ Tour de Marque Jaguars parked for   
 display at LafayettePark, 4th Street

3:00 p.m. ~ The Legends Speak, Lafayette Park, 4th Street
4:45 p.m. ~ SVRA vintage race cars arrive 
  on Franklin Street
5:00 p.m.  ~  Corning Concours d’Elegance Awards   

 Ceremony, original Start/Finish Line
5:35 p.m. ~ “Pre-Race” Ceremonies, original Start/  

 Finish Line
6:00 p.m. ~ Original 6.6-mile course closed to traffic   

 through 7:30 p.m.
6:10 p.m. ~ Watkins Glen Heritage Tour Parade laps
6:30 p.m. ~ Watkins Glen Grand Prix Race Tribute begins
8:00 p.m.  ~  Franklin Street re-opens

Watkins Glen State Park 
Gift ShoP & the Glen Cafe
Come visit our shop for a variety of locally 

made goods, crafts, souvenirs and our 
Cafe serving mainly local  foods including 
light lunches, sweet treats, gourment ice 

cream and craft beer & wines.

 1001 north franklin St
Watkins Glen, nY 14891

607.535.4022

Limited edition 70th AnniversAry 
GrAnd Prix souvenirs

oPen 
7 dAys 
A week

new 
CAfe!
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(607) 535-6116  •  www.watkinsglenharborhotel.com

16 N. Franklin St., Watkins Glen, NY 14891

Operated by

www.harthotels.com

L   F L
W C

Four Diamond Level of Distinctive Accommodations Await You…

• 104 Deluxe Guest Rooms and Suites
• Blue Pointe Grille – for upscale dining
• Coldwater Bar – perfect to meet and greet
• e Patio – outside dining overlooking  
 beautiful Seneca Lake
• Professional Concierge

• State-of-the-art Banquet and 
 Conference Facilities

• High-speed internet access 
 throughout the hotel

• Indoor Pool, Jacuzzi and    
 fully-equipped Fitness Center
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